
TOWN OF NEWSTEAD  - PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
January 6, 2003 

PRESENT:   Tom Cowan, Chairman 
  Mark Decker 
  Terry Janicz 
  Andy Kelkenberg 
  John Potera 
  Rick Meahl 
  Don Hoeffler 
   
  Rebecca Baker, Zoning Officer 
  Christine Falkowski, Planning Board Clerk 
 
The meeting was called to order by Tom Cowan at 7:30 PM. 
 
Rick Meahl is a new Planning Board member, and introductions were made all around.   
 
Tom Cowan is the new Chairman, and he appointed Mark Decker as Co-Chair.  Tom’s home phone number is 
542-2162.  Board members are asked to call Tom if they cannot attend a meeting.  A quorum is needed; otherwise 
the meeting will be postponed.  Quarterly reports will be provided to the Town Board, and the Planning Board will 
have at least one annual joint meeting with the Village Planning Board.   
 
Mark motioned to approve the minutes from the December 19th meeting, seconded by Don and all approved.   
 
The Meides subdivision request for one lot on Maple Road was reviewed.  Mrs. Meides stated that her daughter 
plans to put a 24’ wide modular home on the lot.  Upon subdivision approval, Mrs. Meides will request an area 
variance to build 48’ from the road vs. the required 65’ because the rear of the property is in the flood zone.  It was 
determined that the drainage flows northerly to the ditch in front and that the Health Dept must approve the septic.  
 
Don motioned to approve the subdivision, seconded by Mark and all approved.  Comments will be forthcoming 
from Tom.   
 
Tom brought up the Walworth subdivision approval on Lesswing Road on August 5, 2002.  The Board’s approval 
was in error because the property ends up with five lots, which equates to a major, not minor subdivision.  Bill 
could apply for a major subdivision, pay the fees, have a public hearing, etc. or not buy or sell any more lots for 
the next 2 – 3 years.  This issue will be discussed with Bill and reviewed at a future meeting.   
 
The Northeast Caissons rezoning on Bloomingdale was discussed.  Northeast Caissons is an approved non-
conforming use in an R-A district, which is grandfathered as long as it doesn’t shut down for 12 consecutive 
months, otherwise it reverts back to R-A.  The owner has a buyer from Tonawanda who wants to also use it for 
industry, specifically to store wallboard in the open bays.  The neighbors are against this and want industry usage 
to cease.  Changing it to I-1 zone is for light industry, requires a 50’ buffer and minimal outside storage.  There is 
an I-2 zone across the street, but it requires a 100’ buffer.  There is a severe drainage problem which floods each 
spring, therefore, a contingency to drain back to creek by Mattioli’s will be considered.  If rezoned, a full site 
plan/full SEQR would be required.  Bloomingdale is a County road.   
 
At 9:00 PM the Planning Board met with the Town Board on the rezoning of Northeast Caissons.  Jerry Summe 
summarized the opposition from the public hearing that industry is an eyesore.  Nathan Neill suggested that R-A to 
I-1 zone is a lesser industrial classification than I-2.  Stockade fences with a height of 10’ would be beneficial, 
although eight feet is code.  Code could be changed to say, “allowed when higher fence provides screening”.  
Also, conditions could be set, such as stipulating drainage, 50’ buffer except to allow truck access, controlled 
height of storage, etc.   
 
At 9:30 PM the Planning Board reconvened downstairs.   
 
Rick and Tom will look into possible training for Planning Board members.  Rick was issued a Newstead Code 
Book and will review Chapter 100 on zoning.  Tom will be spending a few hours in the Building Dept. 
familiarizing himself with planning issues.  Christine will prepare a contact list of members for distribution at the 
next meeting.  Agendas will provide more detail in the future with a description of the reason for the agenda item.   
 
Rick motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 PM, seconded by Andy and all approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Christine Falkowski 
Recording Secretary 


